Progression from steroid sensitive to insensitive state in breast tumours.
Progression from a hormone sensitive to insensitive tumour can take place by several independent pathways, some of which involve loss of receptor, whereas, others may be due to the presence of abnormal receptors. Examples now exist of insensitivity despite seemingly normal receptors, such cells being generated either by spontaneous changes or by steroid deprivation. Breast cancer is a multifactorial set of diseases with steroids being only one component of the jigsaw; it is likely that further mechanisms of response loss will be identified when experimental systems are refined and additional parts of the jigsaw identified.